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Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) has developed a new user guide “Country of
Origin Labeling of Food”, that is designed to help the industry and enforcement authorities to

understand Australia’s new Country of Origin Labeling standard.

From June 8, 2006, all unpackaged fresh and processed fruit, vegetables, nuts and seafood
must be labeled with the country of origin, including Australia. From December this year
unpackaged fresh and processed pork products must also be labeled with their country of
origin, and the changes to packaged foods must be completed by December 2007 (see
reports AS5038 & AS5048).

FSANZ is currently carrying out an assessment of the merit of extending country of origin
labeling to two or less fruit or vegetable whole-food components packaged together,
including where other incidental ingredients were included (see report AS6011).

The new Country of Origin Labeling of Food Guide is available on the FSANZ website at:
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/_srcfiles/CoOL_1st%20Edn-PRINT_with_cover.pdf

Recent Marketing Reports from FAS/Canberra:
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ASB012 Biosecurity Australia Begins Assessment of U.S. Stone Fruit 03/08/2006
for Import

ASB011 Comment Sought on Feasibility of Extending Country of Origin 02/28/2006
Labeling

ASB007 Comment Period for Proposed Health Claim Standard 02/02/2006
Extended

AS6005 Fine Foods Trade Show 01/27/2006

AS6003 Health Claims & Sugar Content of Fresh Fruit 01/24/2006

AS5048 New Country of Origin Labeling Standard Becomes Law 12/08/2005

AS5047 New Glycemic Index Food Label System 12/08/2005

AS5046 Nutrition & Health Claims Draft Standard Released for 12/08/2005
Comment

AS5045 Top Food Trends in Australia 12/05/2005

AS5039 Calcium Fortification of Beverages, Soups & Biscuits Allowed 11/21/2005

AS5038 Australia to Adopt Country of Origin Labeling Changes 11/21/2005

AS5032 Country of Origin Labeling Requirements Likely to Change 10/06/2005

AS5031 Exporter Guide 10/05/2005

AS5024 Agricultural Biotechnology Report 07/05/2005

AS5020 Food & Agriculture Import Regulations & Standards 06/16/2005

AS4038 Functional Food Sector Product Brief 01/05/2005

AS4037 New Standard for Health & Nutrition Claims on Food Under 11/16/2004
Development

AS4035 Organic Food Market Brief 10/28/2004

These reports may be downloaded at the FAS Attache Reports page at:
http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/AttacheRep/default.asp.
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